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phus had landed on the coast of the Baltic. After a
time the successes of the Swedish King brought about
his recall with almost dictatorial powers and the right of
unlimited confiscation. But again his exactions, his
ambition, and his far-reaching plans, which the puny
minds of the Emperor and his advisers could not com-
prehend, produced a universal coalition against him, and
the great schemer was slain by his own officers on
February 25, 1634.

Gustavus Adolphus occupies among the Protestant
leaders in the war a place similar to that taken by Wal-
lenstein on the Imperial and Catholic side. Yet the
points of contrast between the two men are more numer-
ous and more important than their points of resemblance.
Alike in that they both possessed commanding genius,
they were unlike in everything else, and especially unlike
in their modes of waging war. Wallenstein maintained
his armies on the plunder of the country; Gustavus
made his soldiers pay for everything they took. Wallen-
stein cared naught about the behaviour of his men as
long as military order and subordination was observed
among them; Gustavus punished outrages with the ut-
most severity, and with his own hands dragged offenders
before the provost-marshal. Wallenstein was entirely
indifferent in religious matters; Gustavus was through-
out his career a devout Lutheran. It was his whole-
hearted devotion to a great religious cause, and his stern
determination to keep the means he used as pure as
were the ends he sought; that caused his few campaigns
to shine forth in contrast with the rest of the war as a
ray of light amid worse than Egyptian darkness. From
the moment that he landed in Pomerania in 1630 till
his death on the field of Liitzen in 1632, he kept the.
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